








Department of Public Works 
1500 Scribner Avenue NW 
Grand Rapids, MI  49504 

 

Telephone:(616) 336-3694 
Direct Line:(616) 336-4369 
Fax: (616) 336-3338 

Memo 

Date: September 28, 2011 

To: Catherine Mueller, Chairperson  

From: Dennis Kmiecik, Division Director Solid Waste 

CC: Solid Waste Plan Committee Members 

Re: September 22, 2011 Solid Waste Planning Committee meeting 

 

 
At the Thursday, September 22, 2011 Solid Waste Planning Committee meeting member Mr. Tom Mahoney, 
Republic Waste Services made an inquiry regarding the approval process.  Specifically, Mr. Mahoney wanted to 
know if the plan amendment needed to be sent back to the Committee following receipt of any verbal or written public 
comments. 
 
The Designated Planning Agency (DPA) which is the Kent County Department of Public Works is responsible for 
conducting the public hearing and reviewing any public comments that it may have received.  Part 115 Administrative 
Rules for plan adoption (Rule 299.4707) states that the designated planning agency “…shall allow a period of not less 
than 3 months for review and comments on the proposed plan.”  The DPA also conducts a public hearing before the 
proposed solid waste management plan is formally adopted by the County, municipalities and the State.  Before the 
public hearing, the Planning Committee “shall review the plan and shall authorize its release for public hearing.”  The 
Kent County Solid Waste Plan Committee authorized the release of the proposed plan amendment at their June 2, 
2011 meeting.  The public hearing on the proposed plan amendment was noticed and held on August 30, 2011.  After 
the public hearing, the DPA may revise the substance of the plan, if it deems necessary.  In this instance the DPA did 
not revise the substance of the plan based on public comments.  Typographical errors were corrected, placing some 
existing information in a second location within the document  and changing page numbers to reflect the original plan 
page numbers were done as requested by the MDEQ .  Since there were no substantive changes, the plan was not 
sent back to the Solid Waste Plan Committee.  
 
The designated planning agency sent the proposed amendment to the Kent County Board of Commissioners which 
was approved without objections on September 22, 2011.  If the draft plan amendment had not been approved by the 
Board of Commissioners, the Plan Committee would have had 30 days to revise the plan and return it to the Board of 
Commissioners for approval.  This step was not necessary. 
 
The purpose of the September 22, 2011 meeting was solely to approve the June 2, 2011 minutes and to share the 
public comments with the committee.  
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Part 115 Administrative Rules  Effective October 20, 2005 

 (d)  Detailed staffing needs and responsibilities for plan preparation.  
 (e)  Sources of funding for the local 20% funding required by the act.   
 
R 299.4706  Public participation programs. 
 Rule 706. (1)  The designated planning agency shall conduct a public participation 
program which shall encourage the participation and involvement of the public and 
municipalities in the development and implementation of the solid waste management plan.  
 (2)  The designated planning agency shall maintain a mailing list of all municipalities, 
affected public agencies, the private sector, and all interested persons who request 
information regarding the plan.  
 (3)  Time shall be reserved on the agenda at all public meetings for questions and 
comments from the general public.    
 (4)  The public meetings shall be scheduled at a time convenient to the general 
public. 
 (5)  The designated planning agency shall hold public meetings with the planning 
committee not less than quarterly each year during plan preparation. 
 (6)  If the director prepares the plan, the extent of public participation shall be 
conducted pursuant to section 30(1)(e) of the act. 
 (7)  The designated planning agency shall maintain at least 1 central repository where 
all documents related to the plan may be inspected by the public. 
 (8)  Upon request, the designated planning agency shall submit specific tasks as 
outlined in the work program to all of the following for comment and advice: 
 (a)  The planning committee. 
 (b)  Municipalities. 
 (c)  Appropriate organizations. 
 (d)  The regional solid waste management planning agency.  
 (e)  Adjacent counties. 
 (f)  Certified health departments.   
 
R 299.4707  Plan adoption; update procedures. 
 Rule 707. (1)  The designated planning agency shall follow the review procedures as 
established in section 27(a) to (e) of the act. 
 (2)  The designated planning agency shall allow a period of not less than 3 months for 
the review and comments on the proposed plan.  The exact time limit shall be specified in the 
work program.  After the prescribed review and comment period, all of the comments from 
the reviewing agencies shall be submitted with the plan to the governmental unit that filed the 
notice of intent. 
 (3)  The designated planning agency shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed 
county solid waste management plan before formal adoption by the county, the 
municipalities, or the state, as required in section 27(f) of the act.  Before the public hearing, 
the planning committee shall review the plan and shall authorize its release for public 
hearing.  After the public hearing, the designated planning agency shall prepare a transcript, 
a recording, or another complete record of the public hearing proceedings.  The record may 
be copied at cost or may be inspected by the general public upon request. 
 (4)  The designated planning agency shall revise the plan, if necessary, in response 
to public hearing comments and shall then submit the plan to the planning committee.  
 (5)  After approval by the majority of the planning committee and within 30 days of 
closing of the public comment period, the plan shall be submitted for formal action to either 
the county board of commissioners or to the municipalities who voted in favor of preparing 
the plan.   

Part 115 Rules Excerpt
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Part 115 Administrative Rules  Effective October 20, 2005 

 
R 299.4708  Formal action. 
 Rule 708. (1)  If the county files a notice of intent under section 25(3) of the act to 
prepare a solid waste management plan, then formal action has been fulfilled when the plan 
is approved by the planning committee and then approved by the county board of 
commissioners. 
 (2)  If the municipalities within a county file a notice of intent under section 25(4) of 
the act to prepare a solid waste management plan, then formal action has been fulfilled when 
the plan is approved by the planning committee and then is approved by a majority of those 
municipalities who voted in favor of filing a notice of intent to prepare a solid waste 
management plan.  
 (3)  If the plan is disapproved under subrule (1) or (2) of this rule, the plan shall be 
returned to the planning committee along with the statement of the objections to the plan.  
The planning committee shall have 30 days to review the objections and return the plan to 
the county board of commissioners or to the majority of municipalities along with its 
recommendations. The county board of commissioners or a majority of municipalities who 
voted in favor of preparing the plan shall approve the plan, either as submitted or with 
changes and the reasons for the changes, and then shall submit the plan to all municipalities 
within the county. 
 (4)  Before the plan may be submitted to the director for his or her approval, not less 
than 67% of the municipalities in the county shall approve the plan. 
 (5)  A plan that is prepared by the regional solid waste management planning agency 
under section 25(5) of the act shall be approved as follows: 
 (a)  Within 30 days of closing of the public comment period, the regional solid waste 
planning agency shall submit the plan, together with any modifications and public comments 
and responses from the public hearing, to the county board of commissioners for their formal 
action.  
 (b)  After the county board of commissioners has taken formal action, the plan shall 
be submitted to the governing bodies of all municipalities within the county for their approval. 
 (c)  Not less than 67% of the municipalities shall approve the plan before submittal to 
the director for his or her approval.   
 
R 299.4709  Director's approval. 
 Rule 709. (1)  After 67% approval, the plan shall be submitted to the director for his or 
her approval.  The director shall have 6 months to approve or disapprove the plan. 
 (2)  If, after the plan has been adopted by the county board of commissioners, the 
majority of the municipalities who voted in favor of preparing the plan or the regional solid 
waste management planning agency and 67% of all the municipalities in the county do not 
approve the plan within the required time limit, the director shall prepare a plan for the 
county, including the municipalities who did not approve the plan, after reviewing the 
materials prepared by the planning agency and after providing for a meeting with those 
municipalities who did not approve the plan.  The plan prepared by the director shall be final. 
 (3)  A 5-year update of the plan shall be prepared as required in section 25(2) of the 
act. 
 (4)  An amendment of the plan shall follow the same procedures for review and 
adoption as the original plan and the updates.  However, there is no required submittal date 
for an amendment, and the cost of the required public notices and required public hearings 
shall be borne by the person seeking the amendment.   
 
R 299.4710  Enforcement. 
 Rule 710. (1)  There are 2 areas of enforcement that are affected by the county solid 
waste management plans.  The first is the issuance of permits and licenses and second is 
the validity of local ordinances.  
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